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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

 
 

Subject name Contrasting Spanish Grammar 

Course code 100280 
Department and 
subject field 

Philology, Communication and 
Documentation.  
Spanish Language 

Type of subject Transversal 
ECTS credits 3 
Term 2nd term 

Teaching staff Jennifer Tan Almazán 

jennifer.tan@uah.es 
Office hours Wednesday, 9-11am, prior appointment via 

mail 

Teaching language English 

 

 

The objective of this course is to provide students with an overview of Spanish 
grammar from a contrastive viewpoint. To this end, the main aspects of grammatical 
variation of the Spanish language with respect to the languages of the world in 
general will be presented. In this sense, our purpose is to make students reflect on 
the contrast between Spanish and their mother tongue or second language, so that 
they acquire the necessary skills to approach grammatical differences within a 
theoretical framework. In this course, we provide the students with the necessary 
tools to analyze the asymmetries among languages crosslinguistically, and so the 
students will earn the ability of discussing contrastive features that will ultimately 
develop their communicative skills in the language. 

 
Requirements and recommendations: 
A C1 level of English is required to participate in this course.

COURSE GUIDE 

mailto:jennifer.tan@uah.es
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Content programming 

4. TEACHING/LEARNING METHODOLOGY: PLAN OF ACTIVITIES 

4.1. Distribution of credits (hours) 

 

 
 

Generic competences: 
1. To compare essential features of grammar crosslinguistically. 
2. To develop the learning skills necessary to undertake further studies with a 

high degree of autonomy. 
3. To transmit personal ideas and theoretical contents. 
4. To gain knowledge and adequate usage of the relevant resources. 
5. To acquire ability to argue in a reasoned and coherent manner about 

problems of a grammatical nature. 
6. To be able to solve specific problems by applying theoretical knowledge. 

 
Specific competences: 

1. Ability to recognize, define, and characterize grammatical features in Spanish 
in contrast with another language. 

2. Ability to adequately distinguish the frameworks developed in the course and 
their corresponding methods of analysis. 

3. General and descriptive analysis of grammatical phenomena in Spanish. 
4. Descriptive analysis of contrastive features in the languages in general. 
5. Positive attitude towards grammatical analysis: rigorous argumentation and 

attention to detail in the nature of grammatical data. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Units Total hours, sessions, credits 

 
0. Presentation of the course 
1. Views on language: linguistic typology and 

parameters of variation 

• 0,5 ECTS 

 
2. Spanish grammar in contrast 

• 2 ECTS 

3.   Variation within the Spanish language 
 

4. Summary of the course 

• 0,5 ECTS 

 
 

3. COURSE CONTENTS 

2. AIMS AND OUTCOMES 
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Resources 

 
 

 
Classroom hours 

25 (1 credit) 

Students working 
hours 

50 (2 credits) 

Total hours 75 (3 credits) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seminars 

• Theoretical-practical classes of 
exposition and discovery of contents 

• Viewing of lectures and/or explanations 
given by linguists 

• Classes for application and deepening of 
knowledge through different strategies: 
case studies, debates, recognition of 
phenomena… 

• Oral presentations 
• Activities: exercises, exemplifications, informatino 

search, practical assumptions, analysis of 
readings… 

• Readings 
 

Individual work 

• Study of theoretical contents 
• Reading of the literature and consultation of the 

several resources 
• Preparation of activities and assignments 

 
 

 

The recommended bibliography for the study of this subject is available in the 
library. In addition, the student will be able to consult in the network those pages 
and materials that the teacher deems appropriate to support their learning. 
 
The materials to be used in the classes will be provided by the teacher. The 
course will be supported by the Virtual Classroom, Blackboard Platform, which 
will be used as a channel of information and communication with students. 

4.2. Methodologies 
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5.1. Ordinary call 

 
• Assessment procedures 

 
A) Continuous assessment 

 
The continuous evaluation will be based on the evaluation of the students' 
continuous work throughout the term, as well as on a final test. The relevant 
participation of the students in the theoretical and practical sessions, the use of 
the recommended resources, the completion of exercises, assignments and 
written tests, the preparation of presentations and oral expositions and any 
other activity proposed by the teacher throughout the course will also be 
considered. The evaluation will take into account the acquisition of theoretical 
knowledge, its application in the resolution of analytical problems and the 
command of the language and the specialized terms of the subject in the 
written presentation. Special attention will be paid to all aspects of spelling and 
grammatical correctness in written assignments and tests. 

 
B) Final assessment 
Students who cannot follow the continuous evaluation system for justified 
reasons will have to request in writing to the Dean of the Faculty of Philosophy 
and Letters the option of final evaluation, which they will have to do during the 
first two weeks of the beginning of classes. If the request is accepted, the 
student must contact the professor in charge of the course as soon as 
possible. 
 
In this case of final evaluation, the student will have to take a final test and, in 
addition, present a set of practical exercises that will be defined by the teacher 
and that will correspond to the activities that the rest of the students have 
completed during the four-month period. 

 
• Evaluation process and instruments  

 
The course will be evaluated trying to combine different evaluation instruments and 
techniques, so that all students can develop their abilities. The continuous work of the 
students will be the guiding criterion of the evaluation system. 
A) Continuous evaluation 
-Work set by the teacher 
-Oral presentation 
-Final test 
-active and relevant participation in the sessions. 
B) Final evaluation 
-final test 
-completion of activities

5. ASSESSMENT 
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• Evaluation criteria 
 
In terms of content: 
-understands the concepts and ideas presented, 
-integrates and applies the contents to diverse situations, 
-elaborates ideas coherently, 
-is able to synthesize, 
-arguments in a complex and mature manner, 
-has the capacity for reflection and critical sense. 
 
Regarding the completion of work and assignments: 
-adheres to the instructions provided, 
-the work is well founded, 
-the work adequately integrates theory and practice, 
-the work shows personal development, 
-the work is correctly presented, 

 
• Grading criteria 

A) Continuous assessment 

La calificación final de la asignatura se repartirá del siguiente modo: 
• Completion of compulsory assignments scheduled throughout the  
       course. 40% 
• Exam (30%)  
• Oral presentation on contrastive features found in the course. 20% 
• Relevant participation in class (10%) 

 
Those students who have not followed the continuous assessment in at least 80% will not be 
able to pass the course and will be considered as "Not presented". 
 

B) Final assessment 
 

• 60% exam 
• 40% assignments 

 
5.2. Extraordinary call 

 
• Modalities of evaluation 
In the extraordinary call for students who have followed the continuous evaluation, the 
work completed by the student during the four-month period will be taken into 
account, so that, if the participation in the classes and the completion of the various 
activities planned is considered satisfactory, only the final test must be repeated, 
without other practical tests. In the case that the previous condition is not fulfilled, a 
set of practical exercises that will be established by the professor must also be carried 
out. If the student is a final evaluation student, the previous condition does not apply.
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If the health authorities consider it necessary to suspend the classroom teaching activity or 
the circumstances of the subject require it, teaching, or part of it, would continue with the 
online methodology until the suspension was lifted, at which point it would become to the 
face-to-face modality .  

 

7. ADDENDUM 
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